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resources, they do not see its advantages, or their parents do not see the need or 
will not allow it. Together, these factors keep the overall numbers relatively low. 
At the same time, the US overseas connections continue to be enhanced by the 
considerable number of international students on US campuses. In the 2012–
2013 academic year, the total reached 819,644 students, up 7.2 percent from the 
previous year. Since 2000, international students have accounted for around 3.5 
percent of total enrollments at US colleges and universities.6 (See Figure 12.1.)

For students enrolled in international studies programs, study abroad or 
some alternative international experience is essential in gaining an appreciation 
of the world’s complexity and the challenges of operating effectively within it. 
Unfortunately, even some of the most committed students may not have the 
time or resources to participate beyond a few weeks. But the impact of short-
term programs can be enhanced by intensive immersion into another culture as 
well as thoughtful preparation for and examination of the experience. This is 
usually provided by the several pre- and post-departure class sessions that are a 
part of most of these programs, where students complete readings and assign-
ments (as they would in a more traditional class) and have the opportunity to 
engage in a thorough debriefing upon their return where they can consider what 
they have actually gained and learned from the course.

Many employers have come to look favorably on the study abroad experience 
in terms of the knowledge and skills that it may foster in prospective employees. 
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Source: From Institute of International Education, Open Doors, 2013, Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange, http://www.iie.org/Research-and-
Publications/Open-Doors/Data/US-Study-Abroad/Infographic.


